
LINCOLN CITY/LANCASTER COUNTY PLANNING STAFF REPORT
_________________________________________________

for June 9, 2004 PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING

P.A.S.: SP #04029 Soil Excavation

PROPOSAL: To operate a soil excavation site.

LAND AREA: 61.66 acres, more or less. 26.2 acres of the site to be excavated.

CONCLUSION: Generally in conformance with the Comprehensive Plan.

RECOMMENDATION:   Conditional Approval

GENERAL INFORMATION:

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: Lot 30, Irregular Tract, located in the SW 1/4 of Section 26,
T10N, R7E.

LOCATION: Generally located at S. 88th Street and “A” Street.

EXISTING ZONING: AG Agricultural

EXISTING LAND USE:  Farm land and a partial excavation site.

SURROUNDING LAND USE AND ZONING:  

North: Farm field and Acreages AG Agriculture
South: Farm field and one dwelling AG Agriculture
East: Farm field AG Agriculture
West: Urban residential R-3 Residential

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN SPECIFICATIONS: Shown as Residential in the Comprehensive
Plan.  This is in the 2025 Future Service Limit, Tier I.

HISTORY:  This area was changed to AG Agriculture  in 1979. An excavation operation
was begun and was stopped for lack of permits. 

SPECIFIC INFORMATION:

UTILITIES: No utilities available.

TOPOGRAPHY: Sloping down to the north and east.
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TRAFFIC ANALYSIS: ‘A’ street is a paved county road.  The Mopac Trail abuts to the north.

PUBLIC SERVICE: This area is served by the Southeast Fire District, County Sheriff and is
in the LES service area.

REGIONAL ISSUES: Additional heavy truck traffic on the county road used in hauling the
excavated soil.

ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS: There are no Historic or Ecological resources identified
on or near this site. There is no flood plain (Stevens Creek) on the site.

AESTHETIC CONSIDERATIONS: Shape of the earth during and following the completion
of the operation.

ALTERNATIVE USES: Continued farming

ANALYSIS:

1. This proposal is for a special permit for a soil excavation operation on a 61.66 acre
site generally located on the north side of ‘A’ Street and immediately adjacent to the
edge of the City of Lincoln. Grading cuts of up to 18 feet are proposed. About 26 acres
is involved in the excavation operation. This is proposed to be a short duration
operation.

2. The special permit provisions for mining and extraction of minerals in the AG district
(27.63.360) refers to the conditions listed in the special permit section of sand, gravel
and soil (27.63,160).  These conditions are addressed by the applicant as follows;  

a) The applicant provided a grading plan showing existing contours, and final
contours.

b) The applicant states there will be no effect on groundwater and the water flow
will remain the same.  

c) There will be equipment stored on the site during the operation, a location is
shown.

d) Erosion controls will be installed for Best Management practices as provided
by the Lower Platte South Natural Resources District. DEQ and NRD permits
have been obtained.
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e) The property is currently agriculture and a partial excavation site. The top soil
has/will be stripped off and redistributed on the site after excavation for
continued agriculture use.

f) The applicant is requesting that no visual screening be required since this is
a rural area and will be of short duration. All finished slopes will be of less than
three to one. 

g) All areas of cut will have topsoil installed and returned to agricultural use
upon completion of the excavation.

3. The County Engineers letter of May18th notes the applicant shall be responsible for any
damage to “A” Street and shall post a sign noting “Caution, Trucks Entering Highway”.

CONDITIONS:

Site Specific:

1. This approval permits soil, sand and gravel excavation for a period of one year.
Screening is waived, but the entrance shall be gated and the area fenced. The time of
operation is limited to Monday through Friday, from 7:00 AM to 7:00 PM, and
Saturdays from 7:00 AM to noon.

General:

2. Before beginning excavation operations the permittee shall:

2.1. Post a sign at a location acceptable to the County Engineer that
reads “Caution, Trucks Entering Highway”.  

2.2. Provide an agreement with the County Engineer for access and
county road maintenance. 

2.3 Provide a dust control plan to the satisfaction of the Health
Department.

2.4 Provide an agreement to the satisfaction of the Health
Department to immediately clean up any fuel, petroleum product
material spills or other potentially hazardous material spills,  and
any resulting contaminated soil or material and properly dispose
of the same.
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STANDARD CONDITIONS:

3. The following conditions are applicable to all requests:

3.1 Before excavation all development and construction is to comply with the
approved plans.

3.2 Before beginning this excavation operation the City/County Health Department
is to approve the air quality permits and fuel storage issues.

3.3 The site plan accompanying this permit shall be the basis for all interpretations
of setbacks, yards, locations of buildings, location of parking and circulation
elements, and similar matters.

3.4 This resolution's terms, conditions, and requirements bind and obligate the
permittee, its successors and assigns.

3.5 The applicant shall sign and return the letter of acceptance to the City Clerk
within 30 days following the approval of the special permit, provided, however,
said 30-day period may be extended up to six months by administrative
amendment.  The clerk shall file a copy of the resolution approving the special
permit and the letter of acceptance with the Register of Deeds, filling fees
therefor to be paid in advance by the applicant.

Prepared by

Mike DeKalb, 441-6370, mdekalb@ci.lincoln.ne.us
Planner
May 25, 2004

APPLICANT: Herbert Brothers 
8540 Chaparral Street
Lincoln, NE 68520

OWNER: Herbert Brothers

CONTACT: J.D. Burt
Design Associates
1609 N Street
Lincoln, NE 68508
(402) 474-3000
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